render ethics irrelevant, since, if it did, it would be ethically relevant.] Note that all that is maintained is that the future can be inferred from the past; it does not follow that deliberation is useless.
What do we mean when we say that something "makes a difference"? We mean that subsequent things are not what they would otherwise be. In this sense, deliberation makes a difference.
"Moral implications of determinism not fully explored". On the contrary, morals not fully explored by libertarians. All that is necessary is to observe that moral considerations may be among the causes of actions.
What is an "alternative"? It occurs wherever there are two acts of which either will be performed if we choose. Determinism declares that we can't do what we don't want to do; but this seems no great hardship. Choice and deliberation are real, because they are parts of the causes of actions.
I agree that the question turns on the objectivity of truth. For if it is now true that I shall do such and such an act, though no one knows what I shall do, then the results of choices are already determined; it is not necessary to bring in causation, which only adds a possibility of prediction.
"Agency, power, choice … lose all meaning." No. Volition still distinguished from all other causation by prevision of effects and preference between them. "If must be expunged". No, if only requires ignorance. "If it rains" does not imply that it is free to rain or not, but only that we don't know. Similarly in the free will controversy there is confusion between (1) the future being in fact determined and (2) the agent knowing how it is determined; latter destroys deliberation, not former.
"Indeterminate choice is not motiveless choice." But if motives exist in equal intensity on both sides, it is not they that determine the choice.
Schiller's argument about tiger and cat would not appeal to mice. Block universe versus one which really evolves. False antithesis. The unchangingness of truth does not involve that of reality, because there are truths about times. But if propositions about the future are now true or now false, that decides for determinism.
Paradoxes whatever we decide. Schiller says a man is not moral unless he had bad impulses, nor immoral unless he had good ones!
